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Today  we  have  a  special  "bulletin  from  Washington  for  consumers,  on  the 
food  supply  situation.    This  analysis  of  how  the  food  supplies  in  store  for  us 
this  year  stack  up  against  other  recent  years  comes  to  us  with  certain  reserva- 
tions . 


In  the  first  place,  Government  experts  warn  us,  even  in  normal  years  the 
weather  can  do  a  lot  to  change  the  situation  after  the  estimates  have  been  made. 
This  year  that  is  particularly  true.     The  extent  of  the  drought  adds  another 
factor  to  all  the  experts'  calculations,  and  it  is  a  factor  that  changes  with 
each  day. 

This  report  that  I  am  going  to  give  you  forecasts  1936-1937  food  supplies 
on  the  "basis  of  July  first  reports  from  farmers,  modified  somewhat  by  observa- 
tions made  as  late  as  July  27. 

Early  in  July,  the  Government  says,  total  supplies  of  all  foods  for  1936- 
1937  stacked  up  fairly  well.     They  were  described  as  "ample  for  domestic  consump- 
tion", though  3  percent  smaller  than  last  year's,  and  1  percent  under  the 
drought- stricken  supplies  of  1934-1935. 

Eor  several  weeks  after  that  description  was  written,  the  weather  contin- 
ued unfavorable  in  the  country  as  a  whole,  leaving  average  growing  conditions 
little,  if  any,  "better  than  at  the  same  season  in  1934.     This  affects  different 
foods  in  different  degrees,  so  let's  get  on  to  the  estimates  of  the  supply  of 
individual  foods. 

Beginning  with  the  foods  that  nutritionists  put  at  the  top  of  diet  lists, 
what  about  milk?     Supplies  of  dairy  products  during  the  year  1935-1936  were  re- 
ported the  largest  on  record.     The  year  beginning  July  1,  1936,   seemed,  at  the 
time  the  economists  collected  the  figures,  to  hold  the  prospect  of  reduction  of 
about  2  percent  from  the  last  year.    Whether  we  actually  get  this  milk  depends 
on  pasture  conditions  and  the  cost  of  feeding  cows  this  year.    Despite  the  fact 
that  the  supply  of  feed  grains  appears  to  be  less  than  in  any  recent  year  except 
1934,  and  hay  supplies  somewhat  short  too,  and  pastures  in  the  drought  area  have 
been  burned  down  below  the  half-way  mark,  the  forecasters  don't  expect  and  materi- 
al reduction  in  the  number  of  cows.    Milk  production,  they  say,  will  increase 
again  with  a  new  pasture  season.     The  same  influences  that  govern  fluid  milk 
touch  supplies  of  butter  but  they  are  usually  affected  before  the  supply  of  fluid 
milk  is  cut  into. 
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Vegetable  supplies  seem  to  be  very  little  lower  than  last  year.     I  think 
the  experts'  estimate  holds  good  even  now,  that  supplies  of  both  fresh  and  canned 
vegetables  may  be  up  and  some  down,  but  to  those  consumers  who  want  to  make  eco- 
nomical choices,  it's  well  to  know  that  in  general  ordinarily  expensive  greens 
are  no  better  in  food  value  than  che  ap  one  s . 

T!7e  have  detailed  reports  of  two  vegetables:    potatoes,  and  dried  beans 
and  peas.    White  potato  supplies  may  prove  to  be  only  four-fifths  as  big  as  last 
year's  fairly  large  crop,  and  the  sweet  potato  crop  three-  quarters  the  size  of 
1935's  crop.     This  cut  in  supply  is  not  because  of  the  drought  but  because  low 
potato  prices  for  two  years  running  usually  discourage  potato  growers  from  plant- 
ing as  many  potatoes  the  third  year.     July  1st  predictions  on  potatoes  sometimes 
prove  later  to  be  unreliable.     The  reason  is  that  the  biggest  part  of  our  potato 
supply  comes  from  the  North  -nd  we  can't  tell  so  much  right  now  about  the  crop 
conditions  at  the  end  of  the  growing  season  there. 

Supplies  of  dried  beans  and  peas  last  year  were  huge .     This  year  they  are 
expected  to  be  5  percent  smaller  but  almost  one  quarter  bigger  than  the  average 
for  1925-1929. 


Fresh  fruit  prospects  are  definitely  darker  this  year  than  last.    Due  to 
late  spring  frosts  —  not  drought  —  fresh  fruit  crops  may  be  17  percent  smaller 
than  last  year's.     Some  fruits,  including  pears  and  citrus  fruits  promise  to  be 
plentiful,  though.     Canned  fruits  from  commercial  sources  may  run  a  little  behind 
last  year's  records,  but  they'll  likely  be  larger  than  the  1925  -  29  average  and 
larger  than  the  supplies  in  any  other  recent  year. 

How  much  meat  we'll  have  depends  chiefly  on  the  size  of  the  corn  crop, 
vihich  has  been  badly  hit  by  the  drought.     The  experts  were  expecting  definitely 
greater  supplies  of  pork  and  pork  products  and  also  of  poultry  in  the  Jail  than 
tfe  have  had.  in  any  recent  year.    With  the  late  July  reports  on  the  corn  crop 
taken  into  consideration,  they  thought  there  would  be  heavy  marketings  this  fall 
and  hence  only  small  increases  in  the  number  of  animals  carried  through  the  win- 
ter.    Supplies  of  beef,  which  experts  expected  to  be  decreased  in  any  case,  will 
probably  not  be  affected  by  the  corn  crop  as  much  as  pork  supplies  will  be. 
Teal  and  lamb  supplies,  along  with  beef,  are  expected  to  go  down.     Of  course, 
jwe  may  get  more  plentiful  supplies  cf  meats  during  this  Fall  than  we  now  expect, 
due  to  forced  sales  of  livestock  from  drought  areas,  but  for  the  sake  of  future 
supplies  consumers  will  hope  there  won '  t  be  too  much  of  that. 

As  to  the  bread  situation,   the  experts  tell  us  that  the  total  wheat 
supplies  don't  wean  so  much  to  consumers'  bread  prices  as  the  supplies  of  the 
separate  kinds  of  wheat.     Official  opinion  is  that  the  total  supplies  of  all 
hard  wheat,  from  which  bread  flours  are  made,  will  probably  be  no  greater  than 
last  year's.    But  there  should  not  be  a  serious  rise  in  the  price  of  bread.  As 
bakers  said  when  costs  were  coming  down,  the  flour  in  a  pound  loaf  costs  less 
than  2  cents.    With  the  processing  tax  out,   the  maximum  increase  due  to  higher 
jiaheat  costs  should  not  lift  bread  prices  above  their  level  at  the  end  of  last 
year. 
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